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Victim of armed attack

First National Women’s Convention for 
Peace in Cameroon

National Women’s Convention for Peace in Cameroon- Day 1

he first ever women’s national con-
vention for peace kicked off today 
the 29th of July at the Congress 
Hall in Yaounde. Grouping women 
from all the 58 divisions of the coun-

try, this convention comes as a response to 
women’s continuous call for inclusion in the 
peace and security agenda of the country. 
Day one of the convention started with an 
influx of women from all over the country 
to the convention grounds; women who are 
committed not only to talking about peace 
but also to sharing experiences from the 
North to the South, from the East to the 
West.  Activities for day one included wel-

come speeches from Yvonne Muma, who 
representing the Cameroon Women’s Peace 
Network signaled the need for unity in wom-
en’s voices for greater impact in peace work. 
Nina Netzer, the Resident Representa-
tive of the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung Foun-
dation called on women to be a part of 
history by being a force for change. She 
was elated at the women’s answer to the 
call to come together and make history in 
peace activism and advocacy in Cameroon
The Minister for Women’s Empowerment 
and the Family also shared her joy at this 
momentous occasion and congratulat-
ed the women for taking up the challenge 

to speak out about the inclusion of wom-
en in peace and security. She assured the 
women of the government’s willingness 
and availability to support their work as 
they forge ahead in this peace journey.
Some women shared testimonies of their ex-
periences of the conflict in the North West. 
These gruesome stories show how civilians 
are caught up in the conflict between the 
military and the non-state armed groups
Other activities for the day includ-
ed a spoken word performance by Mark 
Alunge and the Straw Academy of Buea.

Women’s Peace Convention: 
After surviving an armed attack 

victim, begs for peace

T

I am a woman. I build peace, piece by piece

 
“Let’s not remain 

at the level of preaching 
peace, let our actions 

speak louder”



What do you think about the convention?

Anonymous
         All through they have been 
holding meetings but we have not 
come to a concrete conclusion like 
we want people to sit at the table. 
Have the parties sat to talk? If they 
don’t talk, peace will not reign. What 
will be the outcome of the conven-
tion if the parties don’t sit at the ta-
ble and talk? Though we come here, 
we remain afraid of what obtains 
back home. We cannot show our 
faces because we don’t know what 
may happen if we are seen on TV.

Mme Kimbeng Perpetua
     To talk peace, I believe we must 
start by understanding what caused 
the conflict. The opening speech by 
Mme Muma was very good. The 
sketch was most interesting be-
cause they presented both the good 

and evil of what is going on in the 
conflict zones. It’s very hard to pick 
up pieces in the search for peace 
when people don’t agree there are 
pieces. The name calling of children 
as terrorists makes me doubt if the 
person talking wants peace. How do 
I feel as a mother?  An eye for an eye 
only makes a deeper hole. We need 
a society where everyone is includ-
ed not one where some people lord 
it over others. We have just begun 
the fight and if the woman can go 
further than speeches for peace, it 
will be better. We should also know 
who is responsible to work for the 
peace. It is not at the hands of the 
grassroots if the political will is not 
there. Leaders should show the de-
sire for inclusive development. Even 
women who are in politics don’t 
speak the truth and church leaders 

have become more political than 
politicians. We hope that this good 
start will touch the real problems, 
so we can start charting a more pos-
itive course in the search for peace

Sakah Bernard
    This convention is very import-
ant because of the representation 
from grassroots that has often been 
lacking. As a first of its kind despite 
the many years of conflict, this con-
vention has particularly created an 
avenue for women to express them-
selves and how they want issues of 
peace and security to be handled that 
address issues of concern to them.
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“We 
seek peace not 

for the true peace 
we want, but for the          
violence we don’t 

want”
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“You 
don’t 

preach      
peace to the   

disenfranchised 
but to the        
entitled”



Women’s Peace Convention: After surviving an 
armed attack, victim begs for peace

    My appeal is for 
government, interna-
tional NGO’s, those 
in the bushes and the 
diaspora, to join forc-
es to end the crisis.
   Caroline Agbor, in 
her late forties, a sin-
gle parent of five, with 
a half hand as a re-
sult of the crisis, more 
than five scars, untold 
trauma, has a rea-
son to beg for peace. 
Former headmistress, 
nursery school teach-
er in Mamfe, is a vic-
tim of the ongoing cri-
sis in the Northwest 
and Southwest regions.
March 16, 2019,  is the day 
her life took a nose dive.
    “We were sitting in-
front of the house with 
neighbours, four armed 
men came and ordered 
us to get into the house”. 

Ma Agbor said when 
she got up to enter the 
house, one of them fol-
lowed her, and asked her 
to support the ‘struggle’ 
with money for bullets. 
     “When I gave all I had, 
FCFA 30,000, he said it 
was not enough. He in-
sisted I follow him out of 
the house. He stressed 
that I should go and ex-
plain to their senior that 
I would give the money”. 
   Then, five me-
ters from Ma Agbor’s 
house, she met the rest 
of the armed group.  
They said, “You are a 
teacher, you teachers 
started the crisis in Cam-
eroon. Now you don’t 
have enough money to 
support us,  so, you will 
you have to exchange 
your life for money”. 
   “I lay flat on my 

stomach as I was told 
to, but placed my two 
hands on my neck”. 
“He took up the ma-
chete;I just started med-
itating and as he was 
about to hack off my head 
I defended with my hand 
and he chopped it off”.
“I went unconscious 
but when he hit my 
hand again, i got up”. 
Then the youths who 
came  to rescue me 
approached, he ran. 
   Ma Agbor’s luck was 
that her house was 
close to the seminary, 
where they first took 
her and the Rev. fa-
ther transported her to 
the hospital in Mamfe.
In the car and later in 
the hospital, Agbor re-
alised she had multiple 
wounds on her body. 
  “My ear and back had 

about five wounds, the 
veins in three fingers 
were cut and the el-
bow was also wounded. 
My appeal is for gov-
ernment, internation-
al NGO’s, those in the 
bushes and the dias-
pora, to come togeth-
er to end the crisis”.
    “Like a woman, I cry for 
help: join us let us attain 
peace in Cameroon be-
cause we are suffering”.
    Over 1000 women have 
converged in Yaoundé 
to join their voices with 
that of Agbor to drum 
the need for peace.  
 It is time for wom-
en to propose concrete 
solutions for govern-
ment and other stake-
holders as they seek to 
thart a more sustain-
able course for peace. 
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